HENRY KNOX

This Boston bookstore owner abandoned
his business to join the local Patriot
militia. In December 1775, he transported
60 tons of cannon captured at British Fort
Ticonderoga across frozen terrain and
rivers to fortify Washington’s siege of
Boston. Rising to the rank of Major
General, he was appointed first Secretary
of War under the U.S. Constitution in
Washington’s first Cabinet.

JOHN STARK

Stark served as an officer in the British
Army during the French and Indian war,
and at the outbreak of the Revolutionary

War, joined the New Hampshire Militia.
Enlisted by the Continental Army, he was

promoted to Brigadier General for
defeating the British at the Battle of

Saratoga. Later in life, he wrote to his
comrades: ‘Live free or die’, which became

the New Hampshire state motto.
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RICHARD IRVINE

Irvine was born in Enniskillen, Co
Fermanagh. After a period in the British
Navy, he set up practice in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania as a surgeon. He was
assigned command of the Pennsylvania
regiment at Monmouth, NJ, and was later
in command of Fort Pitt. He also went on
to represent Pennsylvania in both the
Continental Congress and the United
States House of Representatives.

JAMES MCHENRY

From Ballymena, Co Antrim, he left his
mark as surgeon, military man and
political figure, and is commemorated by
name in Fort McHenry at Baltimore. He
served as secretary of war under John
Adams and George Washington who
described McHenry as “a man of Letters
and Abilities, of great integrity, sobriety
and prudence... of an amiable temper;
very obliging, and of polished manners.”
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